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The TELA Maize Project is a public-private partnership between the Agricultural Research Council and its 
partners that is working towards initiating the commercialisation of transgenic drought-tolerant and 
insect-protected maize varieties to enhance food security in Sub-Saharan Africa. The TELA Maize Project 
builds on progress made from a decade of excellent breeding work under the Water Efficient Maize for 
Africa (WEMA) Project. WEMA’s purpose was to develop drought-tolerant and insect-protected maize 
varieties for farmers to produce more reliable harvests under moderate drought conditions and protect 
maize from insects.  
 
The Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs 
(DARDLEA) played a vital role in helping The Agricultural Research Council gain access to smallholder 
farmers to conduct interviews and gather testimonials. Through its extensive network of local 
agricultural extension officers and community leaders, the Department was able to identify and connect 
the research team with farmers in remote and rural areas who would have otherwise been difficult to 
reach. Thanks to the Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture's support, the Agricultural Research 
Council was able to collect valuable insights and testimonials from these farmers. These are their stories:  

 
Farmer Lettie Ndlovu (Barberton) - Building a lasting legacy 

 

Lettie Ndlovu, or Make Ndlovu as she is affectionately known, is a mother of five who says that her 

main motivation for pursuing maize farming, is to ensure that she sets the foundation for a family 

legacy that will far outlive her. Unlike many in her community who farm chiefly to feed their families, 

she is on an entrepreneurial journey to grow her business and become a commercial farmer. Lettie’s 

children, the youngest of whom is 27 years old, are her pride and joy. Her wish is to one day pass on 

the family maize farming business to them. 

Situated at the head of a scenic hill in Barberton, in Mpumalanga Province, Make Ndlovu uses her large 

backyard to plant maize crops. She started planting maize in 2018 after an encounter with seed 

producer Xolile Dlamini (Imbewu Seed Supply) at a Farmer’s Day organized by TELA South Africa in 

collaboration with the Department of Agriculture in Mpumalanga. Before this, she had been attending 

various farmer information sessions, gathering information that will help her get started. She says that 

meeting Xolile who introduced her to TELA maize was the turnaround moment in her life. “I am so 

grateful that I did not have to go through trial and error processes trying to find the right seed. The 

TELA maize variety that I was initially introduced to yielded far better results than my neighbours who 

had been farming long before me”, she says. Some farmers in the area are growing increasingly 

despondent in their struggle against a Fall Armyworm infestation that is ravaging their crops. 



 

Make Ndlovu planted TELA product WE6206B, one of the five TELA hybrids available for cultivation in 

South Africa. The other available products are WE6207B, WE6208B, WE6209B, and WE6210B. All five 

hybrids are easily attainable from seed companies licensed to sell TELA maize in South Africa. She 

recognizes the difference between her field and those of her surrounding neighbors who plant other 

varieties and the yearly increases in yields are the assurance she needs that her decision was the right 

one. “For as long as TELA Maize technology is available in South Africa, I will never opt to use any other 

variety.” 
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